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RISK ASSESSMENT PLAN TEMPLATE
Research Project Title: 
Researcher Name: 
IDENTIFYING AND MITIGATING POTENTIAL RESEARCH RISKS
Please identify and describe the potential risks related to the conduct of your research project. Indicate also the planned measures to mitigate them. Contact the office of the KFE for further information or assistance.
	Type of risk
	Description of risk
	Proposed risk-mitigation measures
	Likelihood
	Date of the evaluation 

	Health and safety risks
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk205979862]Social risks 
	
	
	
	

	Environmental risks
	
	
	
	

	Legal risks
	
	
	
	

	Safeguarding risks 
	
	
	
	

	Data breach risks 
	
	
	
	

	Reputational risks
	 
	
	
	

	….
	. 

	 

	
	



ASSESSING LIKELIHOOD OF THE RISKS
Please indicate the assessed likelihood of the research risks using the following scale
	VERY UNLIKELY
	UNLIKELY
	FAIRLY LIKLEY
	LIKLEY
	VERY LIKELY






TYPES OF RESEARCH RISKS – NON-EXHAUSTIVE EXPLANATION
Health and safety risks	risks of harm to health, physical injury or psychological harm to participants or the research team
Social risks	disclosures that could affect participants, their professional, family, social environment
Environmental risks	activities with a potential negative impact on the environment must be assessed and measures to avoid or minimise such risks should be described. NB Research with Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) requires authorization from the Federal Office for the Environment. For further information, please contact the Chief Safety Officer.
Legal risks	activities that could result in the participant, researchers and / or University committing an offence; activities that might lead to a participant disclosing criminal activity to a researcher which would necessitate reporting to enforcement authorities; activities that could result in a civil claim for compensation.
Safeguarding risks	Risk to young people, vulnerable adults and / or researcher from improper behaviour, abuse or exploitation. Risk to researcher of being in a compromising situation, in which there might be accusations of improper behaviour.
Personal Data breach risks	Intentional or wrongful loss, deletion, destruction or alteration of personal data, or made accessible or disclosed to unauthorised persons, and that are likely to result in a high risk to the personality or fundamental rights of the participants. For further information, please contact the Data Protection Office.
Reputational risks	damage to public perception of the University of Basel or the University/researchers’ reputation in the eyes of funders, the research community and / or the general public.


Sources: 
Research Ethics, EPFL
Research Risk Assessment, University of Essex, UK
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