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PURPOSE
The Ethics Self-Assessment Questionnaire has an informative, first-orientation purpose to help researchers affiliated with the University of Basel identify research ethics issues that may arise from their research projects. It is no substitute for an ethics review. Please contact the office of the Committee for Research Ethics (Kommission für Forschungsethik KFE) (kfe@unibas.ch).

[bookmark: _Hlk205540408]NOTA BENE: The KFE DOES NOT review the following types of research projects (KFE Regulations § 3 Ziff. 3):
· Research projects that fall within the jurisdiction of the Ethikkommission Nordwest- und Zentralschweiz (EKNZ) according to the Human Research Act (HRA) and the Stem Cell Research Act (StRA)
· Please contact the Regulatory Affairs of Department of the Clinical Research and/or consult the website of the EKNZ and submit your research project via the portal BASEC
· Research projects involving animals that fall within the jurisdiction of the cantonal veterinary authority of Basel-Stadt according to the Animal Welfare Act (AniWA)
· Please contact the Animal Welfare Office (tierschutz-animalwelfare@unibas.ch)l
· Research projects involving genetic resources that fall within the jurisdiction of the Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) according to the Nagoya Protocol
· Please contact the Research Compliance Office (research-compliance@unibas.ch)
· Research projects involving genetically modified organisms (GMOs) that fall within the jurisdiction of the Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) according to the Containment Ordinance (ContainO), except for projects that fall under the Regulations on Particularly High-Risk Research
· Please contact the Chief Safety Officer
· Research projects that are under review by an ethics committee at another university or research institution or have already been accepted with conditions or rejected.
· Research projects from the Faculty of Psychology
· Until the end of spring semester 2026, researchers of the Faculty of Psychology continue to submit their projects to the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Psychology of the University of Basel (EKFP) (see KFE Regulations, § 10 Transitional agreements). Please consult the website of the EKFP

QUESTIONNAIRE
The following questionnaire[footnoteRef:1] is to help you assess whether your research project needs an ethics approval from the KFE. Please answer the questions to the best of your knowledge, in case of uncertainty don’t hesitate to contact the office of the KFE (kfe@unibas.ch) [1:  The questionnaire is based on the ethics self-assessment templates of EPFL/UNIL, Univ. St. Gallen, EU.] 

· If you answer ALL seven questions listed below with “No”
Your project can be considered ethically conform and no ethics review is needed. Should you require written confirmation of the ethical conformity of your project (e.g. for a publication or a funding application), please submit the research ethics application form to the office of the KFE (kfe@unibas.ch)
· [bookmark: _If_you_answer]If you answer AT LEAST ONE of the questions 1-4 listed below with “Yes” 
It is mandatory (see KFE Regulations § 3 Ziff. 2 lit, a-e) to submit your complete ethics application to the office of the KFE (kfe@unibas.ch).
· If you answer QUESTION number 5 listed below with “Yes”, it is mandatory to have the authorization of the President’s Board (Rektorat). Please consult the Reglement betreffend besonders risikobehafteter Forschung and contact the Research Compliance Office (research-compliance@unibas.ch). For applications to military or military associated funding agencies, please contact the Grants Office at least 8 weeks before the deadline.

· If you answer QUESTION number 6 listed below with “Yes”, please contact the office of the KFE for further guidance (kfe@unibas.ch

	
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Does your research project involve minors, vulnerable persons or persons lacking the capacity to consent?
	
	

	2.
	Does your research project process ‘sensitive personal data’ ‘besondere Personendaten’ (acc. to IDG), ‘besonders schützenswerte Personendaten’ (acc. to DSG) or special categories of personal data (acc. to GDPR)?
	
	

	3.
	Does your research project take place in settings with high risks for the research team, participants or third parties, e.g. projects in war zones, authoritarian or fragile settings?
	
	

	4.
	Does your research project potentially entail high risks for the environment (e.g. release of chemicals or substances or biological material, removal or damage of natural resources etc.)?
	
	

	5.
	Does your research project fall under the following types of “particularly risky research” (acc. to Reglement betreffend besonders risikobehafteter Forschung)?
· Financed by funding programs or agencies with a military connection, military relevance and/or a potential military purpose
· Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC) 
· Gain-of-Function Research (GoF) 
· Potential Pandemic Pathogens Research (PPP Research)
	
	

	6.
	Does your project raise ethical concerns for reasons other than those mentioned above (e.g. deception of participants, potential of damage to humans, animals or the environment of another nature)?
	
	






































Contact and Links
Office of the Research Ethics Committee KFE
Research Compliance Office RCO
Data Protection Office DPO
Grants Office GO
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