
Venue

The conference will be held at the main 
building of the University of Basel (Kol-
legienhaus, Petersplatz 1, 4051 Basel) 
built in 1939 and situated in the heart of 
the town. 

The venue is very easy to get to by pub-
lic transportation. From the main train 
station (Bahnhof Basel SBB), take bus 
#30 to Universität (about three minutes). 
From the German train station (Badi-
scher Bahnhof) also take bus #30 to Uni-
versität (about 15 minutes). From there, 
walk down Auf der Lyss and Petersgra-
ben to the venue. From the airport take 
the shuttle (bus #50) from Basel EuroAir-
port to the Bahnhof Basel SBB and then 
change to bus 30.

We offer catering in a large tent in the 
courtyard of the conference venue 
(extra-fee of CHF 30 for all three con-
ference days). Furthermore dozens of 
restaurants can be found in the immedi-
ate vicinity including the canteens of the 
University.

Welcome

The biennial European Conference on 
African Studies (ECAS) of the Africa Eu-
rope Group of Interdisciplinary Studies /
AEGIS) is the largest and most important 
convention in the fi eld of African Studies 
in Europe. Since its fi rst edition held in 
London in 2005 it has grown steadily 
and its last edition in Paris in 2015 saw 
close to 2000 participants. 

The 7th edition of the ECAS will take 
place at the University of Basel, orga-
nized by the Centre for African Studies 
Basel and the Swiss Society for African 
Studies. 

Conference programme

The scholarly community submitted 
347 panel proposals out of which the 
Scientifi c Committee with the support 
of the Programme Committee selected 
223. More than 1500 paper proposals 
were received. 1080 of them have been 
accepted and will be presented at the 
conference. 

Apart from the panel sessions, the con-
ference offers a number of round tables, 
fi lm screenings, book launches and other 
special events. Each conference day is 
marked by a keynote address by a distin-
guished scholar.  

Fees

Full rate: CHF 230 
Concession rate (student): CHF 115
Addition for three lunches: CHF 30
Conference dinner: CHF 53
Register via the conference website: 
www.ecas2017.ch/registration

Around ECAS

In the run-up to the conference, the 
Basel Summer Academy will offer vari-
ous training programmes and research 
workshops for graduate students, PhD 
candidates and/or postdocs. They are 
convened by various members of the 
Centre for African Studies Basel and the 
Swiss Society for African Studies.

Basel Summer Academy

May/June/July 2017

www.ecas2017.ch/academy 

Leading up to and during ECAS, an 
extensive arts and culture programme 
with a focus on urban Africa will pervade 
the city of Basel. Its offi cial publication is 
A* Magazine – A* standing for Art, Africa 
and Analysis. In addition to providing 
a programme overview, A* Magazine 
also features a broad spectrum of 
articles, analyses, features, interviews, 
letters and poems related to the many 
questions and issues raised during the 
programme. A* Magazine is available in 
print as a once-off newspaper as well as 
online with regular updates and addi-
tional content.  

A*Magazine 

June/July 2017

www.amagazine2017.com 

On the day before the conference, the 
Business and Development Forum will 
bring together academics and decision 
makers from the private sector, devel-
opment cooperation and government. 
Under the slogan „Moving with Africa“, 
the forum addresses opportunities and 
challenges for international business 
arising from Swiss-African relations as 
well as the expectations of African so-
cieties and stake-holders towards these 
relations. Parallel panel sessions pay 
special attention to business and society, 
technology and infrastructure as well as 
capacity and knowledge.  

Business and Development Forum

28 June 2017, 1.30 pm-5.45 pm

www.africaforum.unibas.ch

On the evening before ECAS the Centre 
for African Studies Basel cordially invites 
you to its annual distinguished Carl 
Schlettwein Lecture. Mirjam de Bruijn 
(Professor of Contemporary History and 
Anthropology of Africa, Leiden Univer-
sity) will speak about “Digitalisation and 
the transformation of African Studies”. 

Carl Schlettwein Lecture

28 June 2017, 7 pm-8 pm

www.zasb.unibas.ch/csl

Contact

University of Basel

Centre for African Studies

Rheinsprung 21

4051 Basel

Switzerland

Phone: +41 61 207 34 82 

Email: ecas2017@unibas.ch

Website: www.ecas2017.ch

Social networks:

www.facebook.com/ecas2017 | #ECAS2017

Basel Summer Academy

May/June/July 2017

www.ecas2017.ch/academy 

Business and Development Forum

28 June 2017, 1.30 pm-5.45 pm

www.africaforum.unibas.ch

Carl Schlettwein Lecture

28 June 2017, 7 pm-8 pm

www.zasb.unibas.ch/csl

A*Magazine 

June/July 2017

www.amagazine2017.com 



7th European Conference on African Studies ECAS
29 June to 1 July 2017 | University of Basel, Switzerland

The Centre for African Studies Basel and the Swiss Society for African Studies 
invite you to the 7th European Conference on African Studies, which they organi-
se on behalf of the research network of African Studies centres in Europe AEGIS.

Urban Africa – Urban Africans 
New encounters of the rural and the urban

African urbanization trends raise several issues that are of interest to scholars. 
These range from politics, through economics, all the way to social and cultural 
issues. The key issue at the conference is how urbanization processes in Africa 
transform conventional objects of African Studies and how scholars of Africa gear 
up to face such changes. 

Keynotes: 
Mirjam de Bruijn (Leiden University, The Netherlands)
Elísio Macamo (University of Basel, Switzerland)
Joyce Nyairo (Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya)
Edgar Pieterse (University of Cape Town, South Africa)

240 Panels, round tables and fi lm screenings 
1000+ papers 

Contact: ecas2017@unibas.ch | Website: www.ecas2017.ch

Convening institutions

Funding partners

Institutional partners

Urban Africa – Urban Africans
New encounters of the urban and the rural
7th European Conference on African Studies ECAS
29 June to 1 July 2017 | University of Basel, Switzerland

www.ecas2017.ch

Picture: Sandra Staudacher




